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HTML Forms

HTML form is used to collect user input and sent to a server for 

processing

example

2



The <form> Element
The HTML <form> element is used to create an HTML form for user input:

3



The <input> Element
The HTML <input> element is the most used form element.

An <input> element can be displayed in many ways, depending on the type attribute.
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The <label> Element

The <label> tag defines a label for many form elements.
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Text Fields
This is how the HTML code will be 

displayed in a browser:
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Text Fields
The <input type="text"> defines a single-line input field for text input.
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The for attribute of the <label> tag should be equal to 

the id attribute of the <input> element.



Radio Buttons
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Radio Buttons
The <input type="radio"> defines a radio button.

Radio buttons let a user select ONE of a limited number of choices.
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Checkboxes
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Checkboxes
The <input type="checkbox"> defines a checkbox.

Checkboxes let a user select ZERO or MORE options of a limited number of choices.
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The Submit Button
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The Submit Button
The <input type="submit"> defines a button for submitting the form data to a form-handler.

The form-handler is typically a file on the server with a script for processing input data.

The form-handler is specified in the form's action attribute
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The Name Attribute for <input>
Notice that each input field must have a name attribute to be submitted.

If the name attribute is omitted, the value of the input field will not be sent at all. IMPORTANT!

This example will not submit the value of the "First name" input field: 
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The Action Attribute
The action attribute defines the action to be performed when the form is submitted.

Usually, the form data is sent to a file on the server when the user 
clicks on the submit button.
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The Target Attribute
The target attribute specifies where to display the response that is received after submitting the form.

<form action="/action_page.php" target="_blank">

Here, the submitted result will open in a new browser tab:
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The <select> Element
The <select> element defines a drop-down list:

<option value="fiat" selected>Fiat</option>

To define a pre-selected option, add the selected attribute to the option:

17



The <textarea> Element
The <textarea> element defines a multi-line input field (a text area):
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Introduction to CSS 

CSS is the language we use to 
style an HTML document.

CSS describes how HTML 
elements should be displayed.
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CSS Syntax

A CSS rule consists of a selector and a declaration block.
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Example

• p is a selector in CSS 
(It points to the HTML element you want to style: <p>)

• color is a property, and red is the property value
• text-align is a property, and center is the property value
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The CSS element Selector
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The Simple Selector
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The CSS id Selector
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The CSS id Selector
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The CSS class Selector

You can also specify that only specific HTML 
elements should be affected by a class.
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The CSS class Selector
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The CSS Grouping Selector

Option 1 Option 2
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The CSS Grouping Selector
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CSS Colors & CSS Backgrounds & border

<h1 style="background-color:DodgerBlue;">Hello World</h1>

<h1 style="color:Tomato;">Hello World</h1>

<h1 style="border:2px solid Tomato;">Hello World</h1>
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CSS Colors & CSS Backgrounds & border
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CSS Margins
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CSS Margins
The CSS margin properties are used to create space around elements, outside of any defined 
borders.

margin-top

margin-right

margin-bottom

margin-left

33



CSS Margins
Use the margin shorthand property with four values:

•margin: 25px 50px 75px 100px;
• top margin is 25px
• right margin is 50px
• bottom margin is 75px
• left margin is 100px
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CSS Margins
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CSS Margins
If the margin property has three values:

•margin: 25px 50px 75px;
• top margin is 25px
• right and left margins are 50px
• bottom margin is 75px
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CSS Margins

If the margin property has two values:

•margin: 25px 50px;
• top and bottom margins are 25px
• right and left margins are 50px
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CSS Margins
If the margin property has one value:

•margin: 25px;
• all four margins are 25px
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CSS Padding
The CSS padding properties are used to generate space around an element's content, 
inside of any defined borders.

CSS has properties for specifying the padding 
for each side of an element:

padding-top
padding-right
padding-bottom
padding-left
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CSS Padding
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CSS Height, Width and Max-width

The CSS height and width properties are used to 
set the height and width of an element.

div {
height: 200px;
width: 50%;
background-color: powderblue;

}

div {
height: 100px;
width: 500px;
background-color: powderblue;

}
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CSS Height, Width and Max-width
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Box Model
•Box-sizing property for controlling how the width and height are calculated.

div {
width: 320px;
padding: 10px;
border: 5px solid gray;
margin: 0;

}

320px (width)
+ 20px (left + right padding)
+ 10px (left + right border)
+ 0px (left + right margin)
= 350px

43



Box Model (Very Important)
The total width of an element should be calculated like this:

Total element width = width + left padding + right padding + left border + right border + left 
margin + right margin

The total height of an element should be calculated like this:

Total element height = height + top padding + bottom padding + top border + bottom border + 
top margin + bottom margin
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Box Model
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CSS Links
With CSS, links can be styled in many different ways.

a {
color: hotpink;

}

/* unvisited link */
a:link {

color: red;
}

/* visited link */
a:visited {

color: green;
}

/* mouse over link */
a:hover {

color: hotpink;
}

/* selected link */
a:active {

color: blue;
}

When setting the style for several link states, there are 
some order rules:

a:hover MUST come after a:link and a:visited
a:active MUST come after a:hover
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References

•Mozilla Developer Network (MDN) - developer.mozilla.org

•W3Schools - www.w3schools.com
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http://www.w3schools.com/
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